
I t has been some time since 
the last issue of our newslet-

ter. There have been several 
changes in Leicester. First, our 
newsletter has a new face. Our 
website has also received some 
new input (www.gauranga.org).

Most important, however, is 
that we have, by the mercy of 
Lord Caitanya and the Vaishna-
vas, been able to open a new 
Preaching Centre in Leicester. 
This is proof that the preaching 
is expanding more and more.

We just returned from the Holy 
Dham of Vrindavan where we 
had the blissful and ecstatic 
association of His Holiness Rad-
hanatha Swami along with 
some 2000 devotees from 
Mumbai and Pune. It was an 
unforgettable experience.

By Srimati Radharani’s incon-
ceivable mercy we have been 
able to bring back with us the 
most extraordinarily beautiful 
deities of Lord Caitanya and 
Nityananda Prabhu. These Lords 
have now been installed in 
Leicester.

Also by Radharani’s inconceiva-
ble mercy Nandini Radha, one 
of our devotees, received diksa 
initiation from His Holiness 

Jayapataka Swami in Vrinda-
van.

This issue will introduce you to 
our new Centre, its aims and 
objectives and what has been 
accomplished so far. It also fea-
tures a short report on our 
Gaura Purnima celebration with 
some pictures of Their Lord-
ships’ abhisheka. Moreover, you 
will find a report on our ‘Food 
for Life’ prasadam distribution 
programme as well as a report 
about our ‘Shastra Dhana - 

Books for Schools’ 
programme.

We very much 
hope you will like this edition of 
the Leicester Newsletter.

With much affection and love I 
beg to remain your servant in 
the service of Srila Prabhupada,

Gauranga Sundara das

T he Leicester Hare Krishna 
Centre for Vedic Studies 

aims to involve the local stu-
dent community. It is ideally 
situated for this being only five 
minutes away from Leicester’s 
University and not more than 
ten minutes from the City Cen-
tre.

Our aim is to not only reach the 
Hindu community but also other 
communities who have little or 
no exposure to Krishna Con-
sciousness, thus complementing 

the overall preaching in Leices-
ter.

To accomplish that, we want to 
build and train a team of devo-
tees who can engage full-time 
in the activities of devotional 
service and thus spread Krishna 
Consciousness far and wide.

Prasadam distribution is also 
one of our aims. We want to 
extend our ‘Food for Life’ pro-
gramme not only to the home-

less and needy but to all 
sections of society.

We aim to do regular harinam 
sankirtan (public street chant-
ing), thus giving the Holy Name 
to everyone.

Moreover, we aim to place Srila 
Prabhupada’s transcendental 
literature into homes, schools, 
hospitals and other public insti-
tutions.

Varsana, the abode of Srimati Radhika
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Sri Sri Nitai Saci-Sundar are 
our beloved deities at the 

Hare Krishna Centre in Leices-
ter.

His Holiness Bhakti Ballabh Puri 
Gosvami attended the installa-
tion of Their Lordships during 

the official open-
ing of the Centre 
on 13 March 
2005, the ap-
pearance day of 
Sri Purusottama 
Dasa Thakura.

Maharaja is an 
initiating spiritual 
master of the 
International So-
ciety for Krishna 
Consciousness 
(ISKCON). He has 
established a 
flourishing com-
munity of devo-
tees in Scotland.

Devotees from throughout the 
UK came to celebrate the instal-
lation of the deities and the 
opening of the Centre.

More than 150 different bhoga 
preparations were offered to 
Their Lordships who blessed 
everyone who came forward to 
pay their respects.

Devotees again and again were 
stunned by the extraordinary 
beauty of the two Lords who 
descended on Leicester to en-
gulf all people in the sankirtana 
movement of the chanting of 
the Holy Name and to also ask 
everyone to spread this Holy 
Name throughout the land.

Lord Caitanya and Nityananda 
Prabhu are the most merciful 
incarnations of Godhead. They 
appeared 500 years ago to 
freely distribute love of God to 
everyone.

The deities received Their first 
abhisheka bath with panchamri-
ta , i.e. milk, yogurt, honey, 
sugar and ghee. Thereafter 
Their blindfold was taken off. 
Then They were dressed in a 
beautiful new outfit. 

It was overwhelming to see so 
much support from so many 
devotees not only from Leices-
ter but from throughout the UK. 
It was more than we could have 
ever hoped for. We are eternally 
grateful for such a strong show 
of sympathy and enthusiasm for 
the new Centre.

His Holiness Bhakti Ballabh Puri 
Gosvami gave an inspiring talk 
about the most merciful Lord 
Gauranga. Devotees had ar-
ranged a sound system to ena-
ble everyone to listen to the 
talk.

Maharaja is an initiating spirit-
ual master of the International 
Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness, ISKCON. He came all the 
way from Scotland to attend the 
installation of the deities during 
the official opening of the Cen-
tre.

He is heading a community of 
devotees in Scotland, Karuna 
Bhavan, one of the many 
branches of the International 
Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness (ISKCON).

Karuna Bhavan is near Lesma-
hagow, which is between and 
slightly south of Edinburgh and 
Glasgow. The Scottish devotees 
preach throughout Scotland and 
Northern England, distribute 
books, run Nama Hatta  pro-
grams and do some festivals. 
The Scottish yatra is amongst 
the world leaders in book distri-
bution. Devotees are famous for 
their 'GOURANGA!' Campaign.

Tusta Krishna Prabhu from the 
Manchester Hare Krishna Centre 
conducted the abhisheka bath-
ing ceremony for the deities. He 
is a qualified Brahmin and pujari 
(priest) as well as a skilled mr-
dangam (drum) player.
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Sri Sri Nitai Saci-Sundar

Deity Installation 13 March 2005

His Holiness Bhakti Ballabh Puri Goswami


